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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



In response to the Office action, dated March 10, 2003, Applicants elect Group I (claims 
1-29, 37, 39-40) for prosecution with traverse. 

Applicants submit that claims 30-36 (Group IV) and 38 (part of Group II) should be 
examined in the same application. 

Group I claims relate to methods of preparing chitin films. Group IV claims relate to 
methods of preparing an absorbent-matrix and a chitin film containing an absorbent-matrix. 
There is a significant overlap of subject matter Group I and IV claims and further, claim 30 
(Group IV) is generic to Group I claim 37. Given that these claims are in the same field of 
search and given that there is significant overlap between the claims, it would not cause a serious 
burden to search and examine Group I and IV claims in the same application. Applicants also 
note that the Examiner was initially prepared to examine all method claims in this application 
and request that Group IV claims be recombined with the Group I claims. 

Claim 38 of Group II claims a chitin film prepared according to the method of Group I 
claim 37. Claim 38 is therefore closely related to Group I method claims and it would not cause 
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a serious burden to search and examine claim 38 with Group I. claims. Applicants request that 
claim 38 be combined with the Group I claims. 

In view of the foregoing, early favorable consideration of this application is earnestly 
solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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